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I hope everyone has been working on their new birds for the 

2008 flying season and giving your planes from last year  

good check.  I have included a checklist (thanks to Chuck 

Baker) that should be used to preflight your new bird and all 

your squadron of planes still flying from last year.  You 

should also cycle your batteries in both the plane and the 

transmitter to make sure everything is ready to go prior to 

your first trip to the field. I was out at the field with a new 

member, Bill Gentry, this week so he could get in his first 

flights. Bill has been spending many hours on the Real Flight 

Simulator over the winter and it really showed in his first time 

at the field.  By his 3rd flight of the day I only needed to take 

over 3 times in a 12 minute flight and that was with a pretty 

strong wind out of the west - it really shows the benefit of the 

simulator for helping the beginner transition in flying at the 

field.  It won’t be long before we will need to get our training 

program into full swing to help all our Level 1 members ad-

vance to Level 2.  Our Prez, Tim Mills, has a new phone 

number (627-9743) and Tim Cansler has a new email ad-

dress (see contact list).  We have been in contact with the 

folks in Fortville and will have a booth at their town festival 

July 18, 19 and 20 to advertise our Club and our Derby Days 

Air Show.  The festival is held at the Mount Vernon Middle 

School complex and we will be able to fly some electric 

planes on the athletic fields.  With the new flying season just 

around the corner I have also included a copy of the field 

rules from our constitution in this issue.  These are for our 

safety and orderly operations at the field and need to be fol-

lowed by all our members and guests at all times.  Remem-

ber it is not just the field marshals responsibility to enforce 

these rules - it is the responsibility of all of us.  If you see 

someone violate a rule please kindly remind them - we all 

forget and just need a friendly reminder that we must all fol-

low the rules.  One that is often forgotten is to range check 

your plane prior to the first flight every time  you come out to 

the  field.  This is not only for safety but also to help you 

from re-kitting your plane because of a radio problem.  We 

will be reviewing the field rules at the April meeting.  Till next 

time ——-  Ted Brindle 



The Prez Sez 

I’m definitely looking forward to getting into “springtime” mode.  Though I can’t say 

that this winter has been unduly harsh, I’m glad that it’s just about over.  I’m getting 

into the shop working on the Sukhoii!  Both it and the Mustang will see air time this 

summer!!! 

It’s also once again time to talk about safety, and we’ll be doing that at our next 

meeting.  We’ll take time to go over the field rules, and also take about pit and flying 

procedures.  The goal is to make this coming flying season the best ever, keeping 

the FUN in flying. 

Keep your eyes on the club web site, because by early April I’ll be adding a page 

concerning using flight simulators to increase our flying skills.  I’ll be posting video 

clips using the Real Flight simulator that shows some exercises you can use to prac-

tice with.  Anyone can view the video clips that will show how certain maneuvers are 

done, complete with a graphic showing stick movements. 

The 54

th

 annual  Toledo RC Expo is coming up on April 4

th

, 5

th

, and 6

th

 at the Con-

vention Center in Toledo, Ohio.  (54

th

 annual?  WOW!)  All the manufacturers of RC 

equipment will be there displaying their products.  It really is a “do not miss” kinda 

thing, and I’m going up on Saturday morning and returning that night.    Remember 

when Herman Cholewinski brought his magnificent but unfinished Fokker Triplane to 

the club meeting?  Well, it’s finished, and Herman has it entered in competition at 

Toledo!  Makes for a great day trip.  More information can be found at:  http://

www.toledoshow.com/ . 

That’s it for now, see you at the next club meeting! 

Tim Mills 

One of the many 

outstanding scale 

models on display 

at the 2007 Toledo 

Show 



Indianapolis Radio Control Modelers March Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 03, 2008 

Meeting called to order at 7:03. 

February meeting minutes:  Read and accepted. 

Treasurers report:  Read and accepted. 

Old Business: 

TAG   Tim has submitted paperwork.  

Gold Leader club paperwork has been submitted. 

Website changes are in progress.  

 More pictures, more videos, Realflight pictures 

The June Swap meet / Fly in  Has been tabled for this year.  

 No one has volunteered to be a CD (Contest Director). 

We may hold a buddy box fly in with the church in lieu of the Swap meet. 

Club renewal:  Ted Brindle will put a cover letter together and send the certificate of insurance out to 

our landlord. 

New Business: 

Indy Airshow August 23 – 24 

 Need an idea of how many are willing to participate and show their planes.  

 Dawn Patrol at the AMA in Muncie is the same weekend. 

Noted spring must be here since Odis has arrived. lol 

Show and tell:  

Ted Brindle showed his bug airplane. 

Meeting Closed at 7:55. 

Tim Mill’s gave a RealFlight demo and instruction. 

Another of the Display 

models at the 2007 Toledo 

Show 



INDIANAPOLIS RADIO CONTROL MODELERS 

CLUB BYLAWS 

Revised March 2002  

AIRPORT REGULATIONS 

Everyone has joined this club to have fun flying radio control aircraft.  Each member 

has the right to maximum enjoyment of their hobby, and each member has the re-

sponsibility of helping others pursue the same objective.  These airport regulations, 

based on common sense and safety, have therefore been enacted in order that 

each member may obtain maximum benefit from the flying site. 

A.  GROUND CONTROL 

 1.  Automobiles must be parked in assigned areas to avoid congestion and 

blocking runways. 

 2.  Engine run-in is restricted to the far north or south end of the field. 

 3.  Spectators are welcome at the flying site and should be shown the cour-

tesy their interest warrants.  The following rules apply: 

  (a)  Spectators should remain in assigned areas unless invited into pit 

area by a member. 

  (b)  All children must be accompanied by, and under direct supervi-

sion, of an adult. 

B. FIELD RULES 

These are the rules for safe operating practices at the Indianapolis Radio Control 

Modelers Field.  These rules are to be followed every time you are at the field, 

whether it be alone or with other persons present! 

 1.  No transmitter is to be turned on without first clearing your frequency and 

placing your club membership card in the proper slot in the frequency board.  It is 

also good to find out what other fliers' frequencies are and to let them know what 

yours is.  NO CARD - NO FLY. 

  (a)  All transmitters must be "aircraft only" frequencies and must have 

the channel number and the proper RED "aircraft only" flag on the antenna.            

NO FLAG - NO NUMBER - NO FLY! (72mhz only) 

  (b)  All transmitters and receivers must meet all current AMA and 

FCC regulations. 

 2.  A sound check of all aircraft will be made.  Any aircraft exceeding this 

check shall not be flown.  Sound levels for all aircraft shall not exceed the levels de-

tailed in the following guideline(s): 



The aircraft is to be positioned on the ground and the engine run at full throttle.  

Sound Meter set to the “A” scale, slow response, windscreen on.  The meter will be 

positioned twenty-five feet from the model, downwind, abeam the prop arc, set at 

twenty four inches in height.  The meter will point directly at the prop arc. 

The maximum sound levels (measured per the above listed measurement stan-

dard) are 96 decibels measured on grass (98 on hard surface). 

 3.  Any run-in of engines must be done in the designated area.  The engines 

being run-in must meet the requirements of paragraph B.2. above. 

 4.  Do not let your airplane get any farther than an arms reach from you while 

taxiing to and from the runway. 

 5.  First pilot to the runway designates the active runway. 

  a.  This person shall determine the active runway by the following:  

The runway AGAINST the prevailing wind or closest to it. 

  b.  Pilots that encounter an emergency such as radio interference, 

dead stick, etc., and wish to land, must state their situation to obtain priority for 

landing. 

  c.  Direction of active runway may be changed by a unanimous agree-

ment of all fliers currently in the air during a change in wind direction. 

 6.  All pilots with planes in the air will stand in one of the flight stations.  A 

maximum of 4 planes are allowed in the air at one time. 

 7.  All flight is to be restricted to an area South of the northern border of the 

club property and East of the flight line.  There will be NO low passes toward the 

pits.  Be aware of low flying full-scale aircraft.  If a full scale aircraft approaches the 

field all model aircraft must immediately drop below the height of the surrounding 

trees. 

 8.  The field is to be used for radio controlled models only.  All model types 

are required to follow all field rules, both stated and implied. 

 9.  No one flies without AMA membership!   NO EXCEPTIONS!  You must 

have your club membership card in the frequency board before turning on your 

transmitter. 

 10.  Members may invite guests to fly at the club field.  Each guest may fly 

no more than 3 days per year.  Any other circumstances must have the consent of 

the Standing Committee.  The member is fully responsible for the actions their 

guests.  Violations of rules by guests will be considered as violations by the mem-

ber.  Guest will use their AMA card in the frequency board to identify their fre-

quency. 

 



 11.  Visitors and spectators are not allowed in the pit area without escort of a 

club member.  All pets (dogs, cats, etc.) brought to the field must be kept in the ve-

hicle or on a leash and restrained by the owner when outside the vehicle. 

 12.  Pilots must not consume alcoholic beverages prior to, nor during, partici-

pation in any model operations. 

 13.  Any person that flies solo must have an instructor present or have 

passed the LEVEL 2 requirement of the Achievement Program. 

 14. Gliders using a "Highstart" may only be used when powered aircraft are 

not present. 

 15.  All aircraft must be pitted within 10 feet of the safety fence (on the run-

way side of the fence) when starting engines 

 16.  All aircraft shall be flown in accordance with AMA safety requirements 

including the requirement for AMA number or name and address attached to the 

aircraft. 

 17.  A range check shall be performed on all aircraft prior to the first flight 

each day. 

 18.  All new/repaired aircraft shall be preflight inspected to the criteria of the 

Preflight Checklist (appendix a) prior to flight. 

 19.  The president shall appoint a safety officer that is responsible for moni-

toring the member’s conformance to the airport regulations however, all members 

are responsible to ensure members and guests follow the rules. 

 20.  A collection overflow device shall be used when fueling aircraft to mini-

mize spillage of fuel on the ground. 

21.  For safety reasons No flying is allowed while the runway and pits are be-

ing mowed. 

22. No trash of any kind will be left at the field.  If you brought it with you – 

take it home. 

23.  Allowed flying times are as follows: 

For electric powered or glider aircraft – 8:00AM to dusk everyday. 

For all other aircraft – 9:00AM to dusk Monday through Saturday, Noon  

to dusk on Sunday. 

 

Any type of flying that endangers people or property at the field will not be 

tolerated.  It is the responsibility of every member to follow and enforce these 

rules.  Don't be afraid to remind any violator of their obligation to follow the 

above rules. 



 

Airframe 

 Check wing for warps – use heat gun to correct if necessary 

 Check wing attachment mechanism (dowels or bolt on) 

 Check for loose covering and seal down – remove wrinkles if needed 

 Check physical attachment of fin and stabilizer 

 Check Center-of-Gravity – should be 25 to 33 percent of wing area from leading edge 

 Verify that Name, Address and AMA number are in or on aircraft and legible 

Control Surfaces 

 Check linkage for flexing/bowing – should be able to move servo with control surface 

– Note that some servos do not like to be reverse-driven, so be gentle 

 Check control horns and clevises for tightness/wear/keepers – replace if necessary 

 Check thread-on metal clevises – tighten jam nuts and check keepers 

 Check brass threaded couplers – use only on throttle – use stainless on control sur-

faces 

 Check for broken or worn hinges and replace if necessary 

Radio Installation 

 Check servos, servo tray, and servo rails for secure mounting 

 Check servo output arm screws and linkage attachments (clevis, EZ connector, Z-

bend) 

 Check receiver on/off switch for proper actuation and mounting 

 Check all servo connections to extensions and the receiver itself 

 Check receiver and battery foam padding – replace if worn or fuel soaked 

 Check antenna integrity and routing – use strain relief where exits airframe 

 Check battery capacity with cycler or ESV – replace if less than 80% of rated capacity 

 Perform range check both without and with engine running before first flight 

Landing Gear 

 Check landing gear for bends and straighten/replace as necessary 

 Check that landing gear mounting screws are tight 

 Check nose gear / tail wheel linkages – verify travel and no binding 

 Check that wheels spin freely and tighten wheel collars if necessary (use fuel tubing 

outside of collars) 

RC Equipment Check List 



Engine/Propeller 

 Check engine mounting – engine to mount, mount to firewall, firewall to airframe 

 Check engine cylinder head bolts and muffler attachment 

 Check and adjust valve clearances on four-cycle engines 

 Inspect propeller for nicks/cracks and replace if has any – make sure prop is on tight 

 Check needle friction for both high-speed and low-speed needles (if applicable) 

 

Fuel System 

 Remove fuel tank and check for debris and/or leaks (vacuum test) 

 Replace fuel tubing between fuel tank and engine if looks worn/old 

 Good idea to use filter between muffler and fuel tank to keep debris out 

 Hold airframe nose up and shake to verify that fuel tank clunk is free. 

 

Support Equipment 

 Empty out your flight box,  clean it, review tools carried and remove any you didn’t use 

last year 

 Stock up on glow plugs and props that you will most likely need 

 Charge/check 12v starter battery and replace if needed 

 Charge/cycle glow plug battery and replace if necessary 

 Test electric fuel pump/lines/filter to verify everything still works properly 

Greg Hahn’s B-17 


