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It has been great flying weather the past several 

weeks but because of foot surgery that my wife 

had I have not been able to join everyone on 

these great days.  She is doing well and I should 

be able to get out to the field soon.  The October 

meeting that will be held on Monday 6th is impor-

tant.  We will be reviewing a proposed budget for 

2009 and also it is the meeting that we start the 

nomination process for officers for 2009.  I at-

tended the Ft. Wayne Club Monster Mash flyin in 

mid August.  It was a great event with about 32 

pilots and some very nice looking aircraft.  They 

had night flying with electrics on Friday evening 

and a chicken dinner at the end of the event on 

Saturday.  I also attended the Johnson County 

Heartnut flyin in early Sept.  The weather was ex-

cellent, the flying was good but the turnout of fly-

ers could have been better.  The had a lot of spec-

tators from the festival at the park.  The last event 

I attended was the IMAA Chapter 48 flyin at the 

Madison County Field just north of Ellwood.  It 

was again a fantastic day of flying with about 20 

pilots.  Several warbirds and a 40% extra were the 

highlights of the event.  I was the lucky one by 

winning the raffle prize of a Zenoah G45.  I have 

included a few photos from these events later in 

the newsletter.  The Plainfield club should be hav-

ing their fall flyin soon. I encourage everyone to 

get out and visit one of these other clubs and 

there events. 

Till next month 

 Ted Brindle, Editor 



The Prez Sez 

 

Where has the season gone?  It's the end of September already, and by all accounts,  this has really 

been a GREAT season for our club.  We've had successful outings promoting our hobby and our 

club  like our great showing at the By Air and By Rail Festival in Fortville.  We did an OUTSTANDING 

job  at our Derby Days Air Show.  We had a great time at Roy Wilson's Float Fly.  Yesterday, our club 

picnic and night fly was an enjoyable success.  Boy, what a year!!  The year isn't over yet, and we 

have a pair of events to go. 

    On Saturday, October 18th, the Indianapolis Admirals will put on their second annual Swap Meet at 

the Indiana State Fairgrounds.  I've been told that they are going after new blood in all hobbies.  We'll 

use the same popular display we had at the By Air and By Rail Festival, with our club banners, 

planes, a pair of flight sims running, and  aerobatic airplane videos running.  I feel this is an event 

worthy of our participation again.  I'm told the Screaming Eagles club will be there with outdoor  flying 

demonstrations (we might participate in that also).  I'm definitely looking to stand tall with the best and 

most popular display!!!  If they promote this well and get traffic, we'll be again able to promote our 

club, possibly get new members, etc.  Helping the hobby is also good for us because as the man said, 

"A rising tide lifts ALL boats".  We'll need a couple guys to man the booth, the event times are 9am 

until 2:30pm.  More info here:  http://www.indyadmirals.org/docs/Swap%2008A.pdf  

 The following Saturday (October 25th) is our annual Fall Picnic which always is a lot of fun.  It's a 

great way to put the cap on a GREAT year, don't miss it.  There will shortly be pics of both the float fly 

and the Fall picnic on the club web site.  There will shortly also be pics and video of the Air Show 

posted shortly, I'll keep you posted.   On another note, here's a little something regarding safety and 

applies to any plane, but especially to electrics.  A nitro or gas prop only turns when the engine is 

making noise.  On the other hand, an electric plane's propeller is ready to turn (read slice and dice) at 

ANY TIME the throttle is advanced if the system is armed.  You must definitely pay closer attention to 

your procedures with an electric plane.  An added threat occurs when using one of the newer com-

puter radios that has a so-called failsafe function.   Failsafe function defines the position that the ser-

vos will go to if the receiver loses its connection with the transmitter.  Usually one would set the con-

trol surface servos to return to their center position, and the throttle to go to low idle.  If the failsafe is 

improperly set so the throttle servo goes open rather than closed, then the engine will speed up rather 

than slow down when the signal is lost.  This can bite you if, for example, you taxi your electric plane 

back to the pits and then turn off the transmitter first before turning off the receiver.  The receiver then 

notices the lost signal and goes to fail safe position which, in this example OPENS the throttle causing 

the prop to rev up and the plane to unexpectedly move (might just be that SLICE and DICE time with 

that rotating steak knife!).  The correct procedure with any radio is to NEVER turn on the receiver 

unless the transmitter is on.  In other words, trans on first, then the receiver;  the receiver is off first, 

then the transmitter is turned off.  Secondly, if your radio has the fail safe function, remember it must 

be set for EACH model.  At minimum, set it to go to low idle when the signal is lost, and then check it 

by turning off the transmitter an verifying the throttle goes to idle.  



Indianapolis R/C modelers 

September Club Meeting Minutes 

Meeting date 9/1/08 

Meeting opened at 7:02 

Treasurers Report:  Accepted as read. 

Budget discussion:   Ron C. noted it was budget time again and we needed to form a committee to 

create a budget for next the next fiscal year. 

Jack Sallade will be running the Budget committee as chairman. 

No meeting minutes from August since the secretary was unable to attend. 

Old business:  

A request was made to have the Porta Potty’s cleaned.  As of Monday afternoon they have not. 

Norm will contact the vendor. 

Citywide tournament is this weekend 6-7

th

. 

Also the Heartnut Festival is Friday Saturday and Sunday, 5-6-7

th

 @ JCRF (Camp Atterbury). 

Roy Wilson will be having his float fly on the Sunday the 14

th

.  Additional information will be sent out. 

Also the weekend of the 13

th

 and 14

th

 there will be a Large Scale Fly-in at Henderson, KY. 

Saturday Sept. 20

th

 will be the annual ADA Fly-in for Diabetes airshow sponsored by Indy R/C 

South. 

Saturday October 25th there will be a Club picnic and Night fly.  Pitch in Club will supply the burgers 

and hotdogs.   Dinner will be @6:00pm with night flying shortly after. 

Also noted to invite the Fountaintown VFD to the picnic to thank them for their support. 

October 18

th

 10-3 is the Indy Admirals Swap meet at the state fairgrounds.  http://

www.indyadmirals.com 

Airshow videos and TV spots have been posted on the club website. 

Also we are planning to have Cub Scouts at the field in October.  More details to follow. 

 

 

SAFETY ISSUE: 

Kelly noted a safety issue with members turning off their transmitter first then turning off their aircraft.  

This is dangerous if the aircraft is electric or still has the engine running  and has a failsafe mode 

programmed. 

ALWAYS turn off the transmitter last.  (REPEAT  3 TIMES!) 





Budget Improvement 

Jack Sallade, VP Indy RC Modelers 

 

Well it’s the new fiscal year for the club… i.e. it’s time to set up the budget for next year and make sure the club 

can survive and hopefully thrive in the coming 12 months.  While we won’t be borrowing a trillion dollars or so to 

bail out our treasury, a year and a half ago we were not in very good financial shape and there were few pros-

pects that things were going to get better soon.  Since then we have made efforts to expand membership and 

instituted our annual fund raiser, the “Derby Days Air Show”. 

The air show has been a big success and is now a necessary part of keeping this club solvent.  To explain that 

let me take you through the income and expenses that the club has every year.  I’ll summarize here and ask the 

newsletter editor to attach a complete proposed FY’09 budget on another page of this newsletter. 

Income for the club comes from (ignoring the air show for the moment) member dues, our 50/50 raffle, the raffle, 

club dinner and sale of club shirts.  Let’s just drop the club dinner and shirts for the moment as we generally run 

those at a break even level (or nearly so) so they will show up as an equal amount of income to whatever our 

expense is. 

The rest looks like this: 

Club dues 62 Single, 7 Family = (62*75) + (7*100) = 4650 + 700 = $5350 

50/50 income is about $25 meeting so let’s say $200 as we will miss one or two meetings every year.  The grand 

total income for the club then stands at $5550. 

On the expense side, just hitting the high points of lease (2000), mowing (2500), fertilizer (550), port-o-let service

(300) and let’s throw in something (500) for various unspecified maintenance costs and you have $5850 right off 

the top.  The real number including such things as printing of documents (constitution, member cards, etc...), 

renting a PO Box, running our web site, etc… etc… and it all totals something closer to $8000!  That leaves us 

something like $2500 short! 

If we had to rely on dues alone we would have to have something like 100 members instead of the 69 we have 

OR we’d have to raise dues to more like $125 each instead of the $75 we charge now.  Increasing membership 

is a positive for the club, so we certainly want to continue to grow the numbers.  Our field is certainly underuti-

lized as is and no one typically has to wait long to fly.  Increasing the dues is pretty much a non-starter with most 

of the membership.  No one wants to see a dues increase and we’d likely run off a bunch of folks so it would ac-

tually be less of a fund raiser than the pure numbers show. 

Thanks to the air show, brainchild of Mr. Tim Mills, we have this fundraising event to take care of this gap.  This 

year it contributed about $4000 to the balance sheet.  Most of that comes from the Raffles associated with the air 

show so even if the air show itself is rained out or the like we will probably make a few dollars and as long as we 

maintain a decent buffer, we will continue on in good shape. 

All this is to tell you that the newly proposed budget will look like we are proposing a loss.  That is really because 

what I and Roy Wilson have worked up is assuming we have a rain out of the air show and a minimal take from 

the raffle associated with that event.  This is a worst case scenario. 

Reality is that we start the year with approximately $6500 in the bank and the prospect of growing our member-

ship and hopefully adding to that with our third annual Derby Days Air Show.  There are certainly some mainte-

nance items that will need to be addressed and lots of good ideas on how to improve our facility even more.  

Some of these could take a bite out of our surplus but with any luck and by careful consideration of any discre-

tionary spending we should remain solidly in the black and grow that surplus further.  We have also relied the last 

few years on contributions of materials and money from many of our club members.  While their generosity is 

very much appreciated we need to make sure we don’t rely on them to survive and make sure we can pay our 

own way. 

Those who have been around for a few years can tell you how quickly that surplus can disappear if (for instance) 

we had to move the field.  That requires a good $10,000 and it would be nice if we can build our surplus to that 

level and beyond.  Our lease is up again in a few years so keep up the good work.  We need all your help to sup-

port the clubs efforts in recruiting new members and keeping the air show successful and profitable!  If you have 

questions or concerns about the proposed budget for FY ’09 please feel free to ask your club officers. 

 



Field Safety - Revisited 

 

I know this is not exciting reading... but please read it anyway!!! 

 

Recently we have had a number of accidents and near accidents at the field.  None have caused 

any actual injury beyond some minor cuts but a few had the potential to be much worse and several 

airplanes have been damaged or destroyed.  In an effort to remedy this situation I encourage every-

one to review the basic safety guidelines as outlined here: 

 

Frequency Control (IRCM Constitution Pg 6, Section B1) 

Proper taxi procedures (IRCM Const Pg 7, B4) 

Use of Flight Stations (IRCM Const Pg 7, B6) 

Allowed/Restricted Flight Areas (IRCM Const Pg 7, B7) 

No Alcohol consumption prior to or during flight (IRCM Const Pg 8, B12 & AMA Safety Code, 

General Section Item 9) 

All aircraft pitted within 10’ of pit fence (IRCM Const Pg 8, B15) 

Range check each day, each plane (IRCM Const Pg 8, B17) 

Identification affixed to aircraft (AMA Safety Code, General Section Item 6) 

 

All of these documents can be found on the instructor page at our website:  www.indyrcmodelers.org  

 

In addition to these guidelines there are a many additional simple things we can do to be safer.  

While none of these are "rules", I highly suggest you consider them. 

 

First of all, there is a very basic procedure that will eliminate a host of issues.  Always turn the radio 

ON FIRST and OFF LAST.  This means that the airplane is under control of the radio at all times.  

This is particularly relevant for Electric powered airplanes since anytime power is applied, the motor 

can be active without the accompanying warning sounds that our fuel powered engines provide! 

 

A related issue involves restraint of the airplane.  All aircraft should be restrained by either a "goal 

post" type holder, a conventional rope type tie down secured to the fence posts or other similarly 

immovable holder, or by use of the starting stands provided.  This is double protection in case the 

previous step fails... or in the case that the throttle stick is inadvertently moved after startup. 

 

A third and very simple procedure is to delay your takeoff roll until you are well clear of the final flight 

station in your chosen direction, particularly if those flight stations are occupied.  This avoids most 

"loss of control" issues that can occur right at takeoff occurring in close proximity to other pilots and 

spectators. 

 

Another issue of safety involves having a flying buddy.  Having another person present while you're 

flying is not an absolute must but I would highly encourage it.  Having a third hand available is al-

ways useful and sometimes invaluable.  A second set of eyes can be helpful at times as well!  In the 

worst case, it is nice to know that there is somewhere there who can call for help. 

 

Lastly, many of our more modern radio systems have a failsafe feature that allows for throttle (and 

other controls) to go to a preset point if radio control is lost.  Please educate yourself on how this 

system works in your system of choice and implement it in such a way that throttle drops to either a 

kill setting or at least a low idle. 

 

Safety should always be our first concern while enjoying our hobby and I remind all the members 

that it is a shared responsibility.  If you see anything that looks like a questionable practice going on, 

you can and should point it out.  Most folks will appreciate your concern but even if they don't, better 

some bruised feelings than the alternative.  Let’s do what we can to stop this trend now.  Thanks for 

your help. 

 

Jack Sallade 

VP, Indy RC Modelers 



Soldering Advisories 

Someone suggested that the use of a soldering gun was safer than other types because it would not 

roll off the workbench and burn you. It should also be mentioned over and over that soldering guns 

have a very strong alternating current magnetic field around the tip. When brought in proximity to 

electric motors and servos, this magnetic field de-gausses (demagnetizes) the magnets inside the 

motors and servos and causes permanent damage.  

I have seen several people come to the flying field with a new electric-powered airplane that does 

not have enough power for flight. When asked if they soldered the wires to the motor with a solder-

ing gun, the answer is usually “yes.”  

Also you should never stick the tip of a soldering gun into the airplane’s radio compartment while 

soldering pushrods and etc. as it will presently damage the motors inside the servos.  

If you must use a soldering gun, you should stay well away from electric motors and servos, mean-

ing at least 24 inches just to be safe 

—From the Rogue Eagles RC Club, Medford, Oregon 

This is a Turbo-Prop plane that is owned and flown by Ron Ballard 

who is a AMA Ast. VP for our district. 


